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Interpretation of Multiple Discourse Functions of “bushi X ma”
Questions on the Basis of Expectation

ZENG Jun LU Fangzhe ZHU Bin

Abstract: This paper summarizes the four discourse functions of the “bushi X ma” question, namely inquiry, doubt,
rhetorical questioning, and reminder. It analyzes the syntactic and semantic characteristics of each function, and
provides a unified account of their mechanisms from the perspective of expectation: expectation for verification,
expectation for revision, expectation for reinforcement, and expectation for activation correspond respectively to
inquiry, doubt, rhetorical questioning, and reminder. The discourse functions of “bushi X ma” are closely related to

the speaker’s expectations and the varying strength of those expectations.

Keywords: expectation; “bushi X ma”; discourse functions
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