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The Study on the Marking of Inter-sentential Relations and
Correlative Complementizers in Archaic Chinese

TIAN Yuan ZHAO Xuanyu

Abstract: Complementizer is syntactic categories that indicate sentence types (including sentence properties,
modality, and inter-sentential relationships). Correlative complementizer is a type of complementizer that indicates
inter-sentential relationships. This paper attempts to apply the theory of complementizer to the study of Archaic
Chinese, using the classic text Strategies of the Warring States as an example. By examining the correlative
complementizer in Strategies of the Warring States that indicates inter-sentential relationships, we aim to understand
the characteristics of Old Chinese in marking complex sentences’ inter-sentential relationships, thereby further
clarifying the significant value of Old Chinese in modern linguistic research. Based on different inter-sentential
semantic relationships, the correlative complementizer in Strategies of the Warring States can be divided into three
major categories: causal, coordinate, and contrastive category, including ten subtypes. From a syntactic perspective,
correlative complementizer is located at the beginning of the previous or subsequent clause, or between the subject
and predicate of one clause before another, consistent with the theory of three sensitive positions in sentences.
From a syntactic structure perspective, most correlative complementizer in Strategies of the Warring States is used

individually, but there are also instances where it is paired with other clauses before or after.

Keywords: Archaic Chinese; Warring States Strategies ( {#{ET) ); correlative complementizer; semantic types;

syntactic features
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