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The Semantic Functions of Temporal Correlative Components in
Chinese: Manifestation, Differentiation and Indication of Scope

FAN Zhongyuan

Abstract: This article points out that Temporal Correlative Components in Chinese possess the semantic functions
of Manifestation, Differentiation and Indication of Scope. The manifesting function refers to the role of Temporal
Correlative Components in presenting and clarifying the semantic functions of a discourse, which is mainly reflected
in three aspects: clarifying temporal relations, marking semantic nodes, and connecting the semantics of events.
The differentiating function refers to the role of Temporal Correlative Components in expressing differences in the
semantics of events within a discourse, which is mainly reflected in differences of time intervals, modality, functions
and viewpoints. The function of indicating scopes refers to integrating a series of events in a discourse into different
semantic units respectively by using Temporal Correlative Components, forming various event semantic scopes,

which is mainly reflected in marking single-layer semantic scopes and multi-layer composite semantic ones.

Keywords: Temporal Correlative Components; semantic function; Manifestation; Differentiation; Indication of
Scope
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