§ » 27 2025 1 36-48
Contemporary Linguistics Vol.27 No.l 2025 Pp.36-48.

( 2018) “ ” . “«

From the Template Application of Constructions to the
Formation of Telescopic Constructions:
A Reanalysis of Lexical Separation in Mandarin

Chinese from a Metonymic Perspective

SUN Ao and YUAN Yulin

Abstract There are diverse opinions regarding the generation of separable words” discrete
forms. This paper first reviews previous research on separable words and attempts to address
Ye and Pan “s ( 2018) critiques of explaining separable words using “metonymy
hypothesis ”. The phenomenon of separable words in Chinese is diverse not limited to verb—
object separable words but also encompassing resultative and subject-predicate separable
words. Moreover there are cases where non-separable words temporarily exhibit a discrete
usage. Based on the attested textual corpora this paper adopts the notion of “formal
metonymy ” to explain the discrete usage of words. This approach not only accounts for the
generation of discrete forms in verb-object separable words which has been the primary
focus of previous studies but also extends its explanatory power to separable words with
other structural patterns and to temporary separation phenomena in non-separable words.
The paper grounded in the hierarchical relationship among constructions constructs a

hierarchical structure of the verb-ebject construction using the dynamic concept of
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telescopic construction and demonstrates that systematic variation forms exist in
communication. Additionally it employs the notion of “construction application” to
elucidate the generation mechanism of word separation forms. In language use employing
different micro—constructions of the verb-object construction to express event information is
a common strategy in Chinese. When we use verb-object separable words to express
grammatical meanings such as “action behavior-object result” we engage in a formal
metonymic operation putting the two components into a word pattern after various micro—
constructions of the verb-object construction thereby separating them and operating
separable words according to the telescopic construction of the verb-object structure. As the
use of separable forms continues to spread not only can separable words with non-verb—
object internal structures adopt the same separation method but words that are typically
used as non-separable ones in daily contexts may also utilize the “form-meaning” pairing in
various variant forms of the verb-object construction to generate discrete forms achieving
constructional accommodation. This explanatory model can partially elucidate the
phenomenon of the continuous expansion of separable words and their discrete usage.
Moreover it provides further insights into the separation of non-disyllabic words and the
independent use of bound morphemes. This paper integrates constructions of different
hierarchical levels into a unified telescopic construction thereby enhancing the
interrelatedness among constructions. The metonymic relationship between phrases and
compound words further extends the application of syntactic constructions to the generation
of lexical separation forms.
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