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He has created a system of concepts and methods branded with
his own originality: A review of Professor Zhu Dexi’s

contributions to Chinese grammatics
YUAN Yulin

Abstract In this paper, Professor Zhu Dexi’s contributions to Chinese grammar studies
are summed up as: He has created a system of concepts and methods branded with his own
originality. According to Lu (1993), Professor Zhu has put forward a set of concepts, inclu-
ding cohesion and combination, designation and assertion, self-designation and trans-desig-
nation. He has clarified a set of notions, including word classes being classes of grammatical
functions, the multi-functionality of Chinese word classes, the phrase-based view for Chinese
grammar, and explicit/implicit grammatical relations. He has also proposed a set of research
methods, including transformation analysis and semantic feature analysis, especially the
methodology which combines synchronic and diachronic, and integrates the common lan-
guage and dialects. This system of concepts, notions and methods distinctively reveals the
structural laws and grammatical landscapes of Chinese grammar. As a result, Professor Zhu
‘s studies have provided us with continuous guidance in the development of Chinese grammat-
ics.

Keywords Professor Zhu Dexi; Chinese grammatics; originality; concept/notion and

methods
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