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A Study on Chinese Polyphonic Marker Bing:

Its Sense of Reverse Coordination and Multiple Historical Origins
YUAN Yulin

Abstract ; This paper introduces the notions of linguistic polyphony and argumentativity to discuss the
semantic functions of the Chinese adverb bing. First , bing is identified as a polyphonic marker for its functions
to coerce presupposition semantically on the one hand, and to offer refutation pragmatically on the other.
Secondly. its semantic function in the advancement of a transitional text is bringing in the negation of an
expectation by reverse coordination, and further expressing the adversative relation in reality. Thirdly, the
realization condition of the modal function of emphasizing negative meanings of bing is revealed by discussing
the textual distribution and the information structure of bing-sentence. From the perspectives of semantic
function and textual transformation, it is suggested that the modal adverb bing is likely to have evolved both
from a scope adverb and a correlative adverb respectively. The multiple historical origins of bing and the
semantic versatility of the connector bing (coordination , progression, and addition ) together account for the
complexity in meaning and function of Chinese polyphonic marker bing.

Key words : the adverb bing, semantic/textual function , presupposition/expectation, reverse coordination/

adversative relation, origin
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