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Differences of Gender Roles from Urban to Rural Areas:
A Case Study on the Variable (ei) in the Dezhou Dialect

Liu Haokun, Zhang Jingwei

Abstract: China’s urbanization has come to a new stage of “urban-rural integration”. To explore the sophisti-
cated situations of language variations from urban to rural areas in this stage, we use the “rapid and anony-
mous observation” to investigate the distribution of variable (ei) in the urban, county, and rural areas of
Dezhouvia the lexical item “Dezhou” (841 ). ANOVA shows that age, space, the interaction between gender
and space, and the interaction between age and space are significant. There are different gender patterns from
rural to urban areas. In urban areas, there is no significant gender difference. However, in rural areas,
women use more native variants, which is contrary to the standard gender pattern model. The former is due
to the national conditions of China, which has a relatively equal social status between males and females, and
the latter arises from the emergence of a family division of “men work in the city, women stay at home” un-

der the process of urbanization.
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