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The Neutral Tone of Hukou (Wushan) Dialect in Jiangxi Province
CHEN Ling

Abstract: The neutral tone in the Hukou dialect of Jiangxi, except for the function word neutral tone, occurs on the
latter syllable in connected speech. The neutral tone is closely related to grammatical structures such as verb-object,
verb-complement, modifier-head, suffixation and four-character structure. In a specific context, whether it is the
neutral tone or not is related to factors such as the speaker’s attitude, mood, communicative context, communicative
purpose or emphasis. Hukou’s neutral tone is not optional, as it can distinguish parts of speech, words or phrases,
and syntactic relations.

Keywords: words and phrases; sound change; neutral tone; Hukou dialect
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