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The Distribution and the Origin of the Topic Marker Ge
in Chaoshan Southern Min Dialect

ZHANG Mushu

Abstract: In Chaoshan Minnan dialect, the topic marker Ge is attached to a topic constituent. This marker is
primarily found in certain Chaoshan and Chaopu dialects, with a few dialects employing Ge exclusively without
any other topic markers. Functionally, Ge occurs in concessive clauses and polarity-contrastive topic sentences,
serving as a key formal device to mark topic contrastiveness. This paper examines the use of Ge and its variable
usage across 17 dialect localities in Chaoshan Minnan, proposing that the topic marker Ge likely originates from a
nominalization marker source through grammaticalization.

Keywords: Chaoshan Southern Min dialect; topic marker; Ge; distribution; origin
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