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The Syntactic and Semantic Features of the Dialectal Construction
“yao+NP+VP”

WANG Huayun

Abstract: The “yao+NP+VP” construction in the dialects of Hunan and Hubei conveys the notion of “affirmatively
requiring a significant amount of NP to VP”. This construction emerges through the omission of subjective
intensifiers and causal clauses in synonymous sentences, with stress shifting from the NP to “yao”, facilitating the
formation of the “new form—new meaning” pairing. Absent in dialects at the northern and southern extremes,
this construction exhibits sporadic distribution in other regions or limited occurrences. This suggests that the
construction originated in Hunan or Hubei provinces, diffusing through dialectal contact. Notably, NPs entering this
construction sequence follow the order of: location—time—tool/common nouns. Research on such cross-dialectal
constructions can enhance our understanding of dialectal alliances and offer insights into the regional classification
of Chinese dialects.

Keywords: feature construction; “yao+NP+VP”; subjective intensifiers; formation; diffusion
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