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Lexical Criteria for Mandarin Chinese and Criteria for

Mandarin Chinese Absorbing Dialectal Words
Dong Sicong Xu Jie

Abstract: A deep-rooted problem has been haunting the lexical standardization of Mandarin Chinese: there is
no precise, reasonable and practical standard for Mandarin lexis. This theoretical defect should bear the
primary responsibility for the confusion, contradiction and controversy in the standardization work, which
seem more serious in the context of the fast internationalization of Mandarin Chinese and the inclusive attitudes
towards language planning. It is proposed in this paper that the Beijing dialect, the de facto foundation for
Mandarin lexis, should be explicitly defined as the lexical foundation for various Mandarin varieties, in primary
terms of high mutual intelligibility between the lexis of Mandarin varieties and the Beijing dialect. The criteria
for a dialectal word to enter Mandarin Chinese (varieties) are systematicity, i.e., whether the dialectal word
conforms to the lexical system of Mandarin Chinese, stability, i.e., whether the dialectal word is stable in
Mandarin Chinese, and intelligibility, i.e., whether the dialectal word is intelligible to speakers of the Beijing
dialect.

Key words: Mandarin Chinese, lexical standardization, systematicity, stability, intelligibility
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